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THE GRAND TOUR OF MOROCCO
( A FOURTEEN DAY PRIVATE JOURNEY (
The Kingdom of Morocco welcomes you!  Explore the souks of the Imperial Cities, head south into the Sahara and wander the High Atlas Mountains.  The following in-depth journey takes you through a fascinating corner of the African continent that for millennia has been a global crossroads.

Day 1: 

Your Heritage Tours-qualified, expert guide welcomes you on arrival in Casablanca.   Begin your private tour of Morocco!

Start your day with a visit to the Mosque Hassan II, dramatically sited at the edge of the Atlantic Ocean. Built by the late King Hassan II at the end of his 40- year reign, this astounding edifice is larger than Saint Peter’s in Rome and capable of holding 80,000 worshippers. 

Tour the highlights of Casablanca before you head to Rabat to check into you’re the Tour Hassan (5*) to refresh and relax.

Rabat, the current political capital of Morocco, and neighboring Sale were once

notorious as haven to the feared Barbary pirates. 

After you refresh at your hotel, your guide awaits to show you the necropolis of Chellah, the picturesque Kasbah des Oudaias and the majestic Hassan Tower.

Overnight: Tour Hassan (5*)

Day 2:

Breakfast at your hotel.

Enjoy a full-day private excursion to the extensive Roman ruins at Volubulis, nearby Moulay Idriss and Imperial Meknes.

Continue to the Middle Atlas Mountains and Morocco’s spiritual capital, Fes.

Scholars, architects, historians and artists travel from all over the world to visit the UNESCO World Heritage Site of Fes – an entire city which functions largely as it did in the middle ages. 

Upon arrival in Fes, check in at the upscale and intimate Riad Maison Bleue, an 18th century mansion built against the walls of Fes el-Jdid. 

You may prefer to stay at the historic Palais Jamaï - the grand hotel of Fes, surrounded by lovely Andalusian gardens and located adjacent to the massive city walls. 

Overnight: Riad Maison Bleue.

Day 3:

Breakfast at your hotel.

Your expert guide awaits to embark on a walking tour of Fes.

Step back six centuries into the medieval world of Fes, whose narrow and cobbled streets are filled with ancient mosques and  towering green-glazed minarets.

Highlights of your private walking tour of Fes include the Medersa (koranic university) Attarine, Foundouk Nejjarine, the shrine of Moulay Idriss II, countless souks and the famous tanneries.  Explore the Dar Batha Museum, the recently restored Ibn Danan synagogue and the stunning gates of the Royal Palace.

In the afternoon, we will make arrangements for you to visit a privately-owned palace, now in great decay, which belongs to one of the most famous historical names in Morocco. With a bit of imagination, you can envision the grandeur of this crumbling palace’s glorious past.

Dinner reservations at La Maison Bleue, specializing in the traditional cuisine of Fes.

Overnight: Riad Maison Bleue.

Day 4:

Breakfast at your hotel.

Visit the Dar Batha Museum, with a particularly impressive pottery collection, dating to the 16th century. (closed Tuesday).

If you like, stop at the recently restored Ibn Danan synagogue – the oldest extant synagogue in Fes. Its restoration was part of a comprehensive UNESCO project to preserve the monuments and fabric of medieval Fes.

See the stunning gates of the Royal Palace and explore the alleys of Fes el-Jdid.

Dinner reservations at a privately owned 19th century mansion in the wealthiest quarter of the medina, which just finished  undergoing an extensive renovation. This home is owned by an Oxford-educated Moroccan man who is the scion of a family of artisans and his British-born wife who has resettled in Fes.  Adjacent to their home, they have set up a foundation to teach younger generations the traditional skills and craftsmanship of Morocco.

Overnight: Riad Maison Bleue.

Day 5:
Breakfast at your hotel.

Today, you will leave the scenic Middle Atlas Mountains and continue south along the Ziz River until it finally dies out in the Sahara desert and you arrive at the Tafilet oasis.

As the last paved road ends at the edge of the oasis town of Erfoud, you leave the world behind as you continue on to a small oasis in the desert. Here you will find the Auberge Kasbah Derkaoua - a unique inn filled with ambiance and personality, built by an expatriate Frenchman who abandoned France to live in the Sahara. 

Dinner at the Auberge.

Overnight: Auberge Kasbah Derkaoua.

Day 6:
Very early wake up as your 4x4 will be waiting for you as you continue your adventure by heading towards the legendary dunes of Erg Chebbi - considered by desert aficionados to be perhaps the largest dunes in the Sahara.

Witness the sun rising from the east over the desert dunes: one of the greatest sights of Morocco.  Maghreb, the Arabic name for Morocco, means the West; Morocco was at the very edge not only of the Islamic world, but of the known world. 

After the sun has risen, you will be driven back to the desert inn  for breakfast.

After breakfast, continue your 4x4 adventure in the Sahara desert. Explore the crumbling ruins of once-grand kasbahs, now half-buried by sand. These fortified outposts, including Sijilmasa, were for centuries the first signs of civilization for the trans-Saharan caravans after months of hardship on the open desert.  

As your adventure winds down in the late morning, return to the town of Erfoud.

Continue west to the scenic Todgha Gorges. Explore this area of dramatic natural scenery by car and, if you choose, on foot.

Afternoon visit to the Dades Gorges, another area of wonderful scenery.

Continue west until you arrive at the Kasbah Ben Moro, a recently refurbished 17th century Kasbah on the outskirts of a lush oasis.  Saved from ruin by its respectful development as a small hotel, one night at the Kasbah is a unique way to experience life in rural Morocco.

Please note this Kasbah does not have electricity between midnight and 6:00 AM.

Discover life in an oasis, find the nearby Tomb of the Marabout and walk to the lovely kasbah of Adilhil, whose owner is generally open to showing the occasional visitor through his kasbah.

Dinner at the Kasbah.

Overnight: Kasbah Ben Moro.

Day 7:

Breakfast at your hotel. 

Leave Skoura and head west to the oasis of Ouarzazate – a former outpost of the French Foreign Legion. 

Spend the morning exploring the region around Ouarzazate. Visit the Kasbah Taouirirt and the UNESCO-restored Kasbah of Ait Ben Haddou.   

Continue west through the Sousse Valley to the ochre-hued walled town of Taroudant.  

On the way, you may wish to stop for lunch or tea at the Dar Hida Palace in the small village of Ouled Berhil.

Day 7 (continued):

Check in at Palais Salam ( the former palace of the Pacha of Taroudant, built against the ancient ramparts. Its spectacular gardens and courtyards – filled with lush tropical plants and Moorish fountains ( provide a glimpse into a world long lost. You will be staying in the exclusive Riad II wing.

You may prefer La Gazelle d’Or - a highly exclusive resort on extensive grounds filled with stone cottages and lush landscaping, originally built as a hunting lodge by French nobility (with horseback riding and tennis courts).
Dinner at your hotel

Overnight: Palais Salam (4*A) - Riad II wing.

Day 8:

Breakfast at your hotel.
Full day excursion south (1½ hours) to the startling landscape of Tafraoute and the Vallee des Ameln. Composed of crumbling sandstone, purple-shadowed pink granite, and thousands of date palms, visit stone villages cleaving to wind-eroded mountain slopes. Pink village houses are nestled among giant boulders. 

Wednesday is market day in Tafraoute.

Return to Taroudant and explore the bustling marketplace of the walled city.

Dinner at your hotel

Overnight: Palais Salam (4*A) - Riad II wing.

Day 9:

Breakfast at your hotel.

Head west to the Atlantic coast across the Sousse Plain through the three-million hectare Argan Biosphere, recently recognized by UNESCO.  Goats precariously climb Argan trees in search of their small fruit, which is known for it’s unique flavor, as well as its ability to reduce  cholesterol.

Pass through the beach resort of Agadir and head north along the coast to Essaouira.   

Near Tamanar, stop at the Women’s Argan oil collective.  You will see first hand how the oil is extracted from the nut and have a chance to taste this delicacy.

Upon arrival in Essaouira, check in at the newly opened Riad Gyvo, owned by an expert in North African art who serves as a consultant to the best-known museums in the world.  His collection adorns this elegant riad.

Late afternoon at at leisure to wander about the enchanting streets and alleys of laid-back Essaouira ( the setting in 1952 for Orson Welles’ Othello.  

Once known as Mogador, Essaouira’s blue and white medina was recently named a UNESCO World Heritage site.

Overnight: Riad Gyvo.

Day 10:

Breakfast at your hotel.

After breakfast you will be escorted to Marrakech.

No longer the secret of the travel cognoscenti that it was ten years ago, Marrakech is being recognized as one of the world’s great cities. With the design flair of Paris, the ethnic diversity of New York, the commercial heartbeat of Hong Kong and a history to rival any city in Europe, Marrakech is above all a city of heart and soul – a city of sunlight on rough pink walls, of fragrant piles of richly-hued spices and of rose-petals floating in slowly-trickling fountains.

Upon arrival,  check in at Villa des Orangers, an exquisite and unique Relais & Chateaux boutique hotel surrounding two lovely courtyards and featuring only 16 rooms.

For a warmth and authenticity impossible to find in a larger property, we suggest the homey and chic Riad El Mezouar.  This intimate riad, an authentic Moroccan palace, has five lovely rooms surrounding an Andalusian courtyard with a small pool.  

You may prefer to experience the legendary La Mamounia – consistently ranked as one of the Top 100 Hotels in the World. La Mamounia has been a playground for the rich and famous since the days when Winston Churchill and Franklin Roosevelt roamed its halls.  

Your Heritage Tours-qualified expert guide will meet you at your hotel to embark on a private walking tour of the ancient medina of Marrakech.

The defining landmark of Marrakech is the 12th century tiled minaret of the Koutoubia mosque and there is no better place to begin your venture into this entrancing city.

Explore the colorful souks (marketplace) of Marrakech. Each trade ( spices, carpets, jewelry, enamel, copper, brass and cedar ( is situated in its unique quarter.

In the early evening, head towards the frenetic Djemaa el Fnaa ( the greatest square in all of Africa – and perhaps the world.  

Overnight: Villa des Orangers.

Day 11:

Breakfast at your hotel.

Continue your private walking tour of Marrakech with your expert guide.

Highlights of your visit include the Majorelle Gardens, the Saadien Tombs, the medieval Medersa (koranic university) ben Youssef. 

Near the medersa are two of the more interesting cultural showplaces in Marrakech:  The Musee de Marrakech and the Dar Bellarj cultural foundation.

Stop for tea or orange juice at a beautifully restored riad, a new cultural foundation, bookstore and art gallery, with rotating exhibitions. It is a wonderful example of the many riads being resorted in the medina.

Day 11 (continued):

Explore the Dar Si Said Museum of traditional crafts housed in a 19th century palace, and the ruins of the vast Badi’a Palace.

Dinner reservations at Yacout - Morocco’s most famous restaurant buried deep in the medina.

Overnight: Villa des Orangers.

Day 12:

Breakfast at your hotel.

Full day excursion south to the High Atlas Mountains – where earthen Berber villages lay terraced into the verdant mountains.  Upon arrival in the village of Imlil, you will take a 10-minute walk up the former summer home of the powerful Pasha El Glaoui.  Mules will be available if you prefer to ride!

Sited on a hilltop with commanding views of the surrounding valley, the Kasbah is now beautifully restored and a very pleasant place to experience Berber hospitality. 

Enjoy a traditional Berber lunch on the terrace overlooking the snow-capped peaks.

You may wish to take a stroll to a nearby Berber village, where an invitation to share mint tea with the locals can be arranged!   If you like, enjoy a session in the Kasbah’s hammam (steam bath) or simply relax and enjoy the scenery.

The Kasbah has been heavily involved in sharing its prosperity with the local mountain villages, sponsoring much-needed health and educational projects. Heritage Tours is proud to support this worthy enterprise.

Return to Marrakech at your leisure.

Overnight: Villa des Orangers.

Day 13:

Breakfast at your hotel.

Enjoy a day at leisure to wander the souks of Marrakech for some last minute shopping or choose from one of the following suggested activities:

( We are also happy to arrange for private cooking lessons with one of the “hottest” chefs in Marrakech.  This workshop is an excellent introduction to the joys of Moroccan gastronomy.  Prepare a traditional meal and enjoy the delicious results with the help of our chef and your guide as translator. 
( Being such a sensual city, Marrakech is a designers and shopper’s paradise and we are happy to provide you with our own privileged list (after countless shopping expeditions ourselves) of the finest boutiques and artisans in Morocco. ( Spas are new to Marrakech; we are happy to recommend one that is simple and authentic and quite nice as well as a few that are upscale and quite special.

( We can arrange (upon request) for the ladies, a private henna ceremony, where you will have henna applied to you in a much-simplified version of the elaborate rituals done prior to the marriage of a young woman.

( For those of you who are golfers, we are happy to arrange a round of golf at one of Marrakech’s three well-regarded courses; one designed by Robert Trent Jones.

Day 13 (continued):

Dinner reservations at Dar Moha Almadina.  The New York Times reports “Chef Moha Fedal has created Moroccan Nouvelle cuisine, using less fat and more imagination….in a dreamlike Andalusian setting.”

Overnight: Villa des Orangers.

Day 14:

Breakfast at your hotel.

Transfer to the nearby Marrakech airport for your departing flight.

Bon Voyage!
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