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ESCAPE to MARRAKECH  
( A FIVE DAY PRIVATE TOUR (
Just a seven hour flight from New York, Morocco offers the exotic close enough to visit for a long weekend escape.   The following tour takes you to Marrakech, your base for exploring the snow-capped High Atlas Mountains and seaside Essaouira.

Day 1: Friday 

Your Heritage Tours-qualified, expert guide or driver welcomes you on arrival to

Marrakech.

No longer the secret of the travel cognoscenti that it was ten years ago, Marrakech is being recognized as one of the world’s great cities. With the design flair of Paris, the ethnic diversity of New York, the commercial heartbeat of Hong Kong and a history to rival any city in Europe, Marrakech is above all a city of heart and soul – a city of sunlight on rough pink walls, of fragrant piles of richly-hued spices and of rose-petals floating in slowly-trickling fountains.

Marrakech offers a wide variety of accommodations including many recently renovated homes and palaces. Riads are uniquely Moroccan inns with grand courtyards surrounding lush gardens.  There are many to choose from; let Heritage Tours be your guide.

Check in at the homey and chic Riad El Mezouar.  This intimate riad has five lovely rooms surrounding an Andalusian courtyard with a small pool.  Staying in such an authentic Moroccan palace, you will experience a warmth and  authenticity impossible to find in a larger property.

For one of the finest experiences in Morocco, Heritage Tours suggests a stay at Villa des Orangers, an exquisite and unique Relais & Chateaux boutique hotel surrounding two lovely courtyards and featuring only 16 rooms.

You may prefer to experience the legendary La Mamounia – consistently ranked as one of the Top 100 Hotels in the World. La Mamounia has been a playground for the rich and famous since the days when Winston Churchill and Franklin Roosevelt roamed its halls.  

For the ultimate in Marrakech, stay at the exclusive Amanjena resort in a private villa with your own patio and fountain. A lovely complex of gardens and pools, the New York Times calls Amanjena “a world unto itself inside towering ocher walls….with rose-colored arches, columns and fountains”.

Day 1: Friday (continued) 

Your Heritage Tours-qualified expert guide will meet you at your hotel to embark on a walking tour of the ancient medina of Marrakech.

The defining landmark of Marrakech is the 12th century tiled minaret of the Koutoubia mosque and there is no better place to begin your venture into this entrancing city.

Explore the colorful souks (marketplace) of Marrakech. Each trade ( spices, carpets, jewelry, enamel, copper, brass and cedar ( is situated in its unique quarter.

Visit the opulent Saadien Tombs (the mausoleum of a great dynasty which once ruled North Africa). 

In the early evening, head towards the frenetic Djemaa el Fnaa ( the greatest square in all of Africa – and perhaps the world.  Today, it provides ever-changing entertainment for Moroccans and foreigners alike, reaching its climax at sunset when the square is alive with storytellers, healers, snake charmers, acrobats and countless food stalls.

Overnight: Riad El Mezouar.

Day 2: Saturday

Breakfast at your hotel.

Continue your walking tour of Marrakech.

Begin your day at the tropical Majorelle Gardens and visit the small, but excellent, Islamic Art Museum located in the home of painter Jacques Majorelle.

Visit the medieval Medersa (koranic university) ben Youssef – one of the finest Islamic monuments in North Africa. Architecture aficionados will enjoy the nearby delicate dome of the 12th century Koubba.

Near the medersa are two of the more interesting cultural showplaces in Marrakech:  The Musee de Marrakech and the Dar Bellarj cultural foundation.

Stop for tea or orange juice at a beautifully restored riad, a new cultural foundation, bookstore and art gallery, with rotating exhibitions. It is a wonderful example of the many riads being resorted in the medina.

Wander through the Dar Si Said Museum of traditional crafts housed in a 19th century palace, and a private collection of indigenous crafts started by a Swiss collector and now open to the public. 

Visit the ruins of the vast Badi’a Palace. Here you will find the 800-year-old wooden minbar (pulpit) from the Koutoubia mosque restored by New York’s Metropolitan Museum of Art.

If you wish, visit the Artisinale, where crafts are made and sold. There is a small workshop in the back where zellij (the hand-crafted Moroccan mosaic that is a hallmark of Moroccan architecture) is produced.

Dinner reservations at Le Foundouk, a chic bar-restaurant featuring Moroccan cuisine with Mediterranean flare.

Overnight: Riad El Mezouar.

Day 3: Sunday

Breakfast at your hotel.

Full day excursion south to the High Atlas Mountains – where earthen Berber villages lay terraced into the verdant mountains.  Upon arrival in the village of Imlil, you will take a 10-minute walk up the former summer home of the powerful Pasha El Glaoui.  Mules will be available if you prefer to ride!

Sited on a hilltop with commanding views of the surrounding valley, the Kasbah is now beautifully restored and a very pleasant place to experience Berber hospitality. 

Enjoy a traditional Berber lunch on the terrace overlooking the snow-capped peaks.

You may wish to take a stroll to a nearby Berber village, where an invitation to share mint tea with the locals can be arranged!   If you like, enjoy a session in the Kasbah’s hammam (steam bath) or simply relax and enjoy the scenery.

The Kasbah has been heavily involved in sharing its prosperity with the local mountain villages, sponsoring much-needed health and educational projects. Heritage Tours is proud to support this worthy enterprise.

Overnight: Riad El Mezouar.

Day 4: Monday 

Breakfast at your hotel.

Full day excursion west to the Atlantic Ocean and the former Portuguese colony of Essaouira (approximately two hours each way). Wander about its enchanting streets and alleys: the setting in 1952 for Orson Welles’ Othello.

Once known as Mogador, Essaouira’s blue and white medina was recently names a UNESCO World Heritage site.

( You may prefer a day at leisure to wander the souks of Marrakech or choose from one of the following suggested activities:

( We are also happy to arrange for private cooking lessons with one of the “hottest” chefs in Marrakech.  This workshop is an excellent introduction to the joys of Moroccan gastronomy.  Prepare a traditional meal and enjoy the delicious results with the help of our chef and your guide as translator. 
( Being such a sensual city, Marrakech is a designers and shopper’s paradise and we are happy to provide you with our own privileged list (after countless shopping expeditions ourselves) of the finest boutiques and artisans in Morocco. ( Spas are new to Marrakech; we are happy to recommend one that is simple and authentic and quite nice as well as a few that are upscale and quite special.

( We can arrange (upon request) for the ladies, a private henna ceremony, where you will have henna applied to you in a much-simplified version of the elaborate rituals done prior to the marriage of a young woman.

( For those of you who are golfers, we are happy to arrange a round of golf at one of Marrakech’s three well-regarded courses; one designed by Robert Trent Jones.

If you like, we will make dinner reservations at L’Mimouna  - a new addition to Marrakech’s vibrant restaurant scene. In season, we suggest rooftop dining.

Overnight: Riad El Mezouar.

Day 5: Tuesday

Breakfast at your hotel.

After breakfast you will be escorted to Marrakech airport for your departing flight.

Bon Voyage!
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