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FES, MARRAKECH and the GLORIOUS 

HIGH ATLAS MOUNTAINS
( A NINE DAY PRIVATE TOUR (
No visit to Morocco is complete without immersing yourself in the rich history of 

Fes and Marrakech.  The following journey also takes you to the snow-capped High Atlas Mountains and a center of Berber hospitality that can serve as a base for walking and trekking or simply as a peaceful perch from which to experience yet another side of the many faceted Kingdom of Morocco.

Day 1: 

Your Heritage Tours-qualified, expert guide or driver welcomes you on arrival in Casablanca.   Begin your private tour of Morocco!  

Leave the Atlantic coast behind as you make your way to the Middle Atlas Mountains and Morocco’s spiritual capital, Fes.

Scholars, architects, historians and artists travel from all over the world to visit the UNESCO World Heritage Site of Fes – an entire city which functions largely as it did in the middle ages. 

Upon arrival in Fes, check in at the upscale and intimate Riad Maison Bleue, an 18th century mansion built against the walls of Fes el-Jdid. 

You may prefer to stay at the historic Palais Jamaï - the grand hotel of Fes, surrounded by lovely Andalusian gardens and located adjacent to the massive city walls. 

Rest and refresh at your hotel.

When you are ready , your expert guide awaits.  Step back six centuries into the medieval world of Fes, whose narrow and cobbled streets are filled with ancient mosques and  towering green-glazed minarets.

Overnight: Riad Maison Bleue.

Day 2:

Breakfast at your hotel.

Highlights of your private walking tour of Fes include the Medersa (koranic university) Attarine, Foundouk Nejjarine, the shrine of Moulay Idriss II, countless souks and the famous tanneries.  Explore the Dar Batha Museum, the recently restored Ibn Danan synagogue and the stunning gates of the Royal Palace.

In the afternoon, we will make arrangements for you to visit a privately-owned palace, now in great decay, which belongs to one of the most famous historical names in Morocco. With a bit of imagination, you can envision the grandeur of this crumbling palace’s glorious past.

Dinner reservations at La Maison Bleue, specializing in the traditional cuisine of Fes.

Overnight: Riad Maison Bleue.

Day 3:

Breakfast at your hotel.

Enjoy a full-day private excursion to the extensive Roman ruins at Volubulis, nearby Moulay Idriss and Imperial Meknes.

Return to Fes at your leisure.

Dinner reservations at a privately owned 19th century mansion in the wealthiest quarter of the medina, which just finished  undergoing an extensive renovation. This home is owned by an Oxford-educated Moroccan man who is the scion of a family of artisans and his British-born wife who has resettled in Fes.  Adjacent to their home, they have set up a foundation to teach younger generations the traditional skills and craftsmanship of Morocco.

Overnight: Riad Maison Bleue.

Day 4:

Early breakfast at your hotel.

You will be escorted to Fes Airport for your flight to Marrakech via Casablanca.

Upon arrival in Marrakech, you will be greeted and escorted south along the hairpin road which eventually leads to one of only two passes through the High Atlas Mountains – where earthen Berber villages lay terraced into the verdant mountains. 

Upon arrival in the village of Imlil, you will take a 10-minute walk up the former summer home of the powerful Pasha El Glaoui.  Mules will be available if you prefer to ride!

Sited on a hilltop with commanding views of the surrounding valley, the Kasbah is now beautifully restored and a very pleasant place to experience Berber hospitality. It is a great base from which to explore the High Atlas or relax and enjoy the scenery.  (Martin Scorcese used the Kasbah as a stand-in for Tibet in his epic Kundun.)

The Kasbah offers a full array of hiking, fully supported with their own expert mountain guides.  Enjoy a session in the hammam (steam bath) after a day of walking.  The food is fresh and authentically Berber.

The Kasbah has been heavily involved in sharing its prosperity with the local mountain villages, sponsoring much-needed health and educational projects. Heritage Tours is proud to support this worthy enterprise.

Dinner at the Kasbah.

Overnight at the Kasbah.

Day 5:

Breakfast at your hotel.

Day at leisure to enjoy the facilities and services of this very special place. 

Spend the day relaxing on the veranda, writing postcards or looking forward to your evening session in the hammam.

You may wish to hire a guide for a stroll to a local Berber village.  You may just be invited for mint tea!  Walks range from moderate to more ambitious and can include a glorious picnic lunch alongside a mountain stream.    

(cost of supported trekking payable directly to the Kasbah).

Dinner at the Kasbah.

Overnight at the Kasbah.

Day 6:

Breakfast at your hotel.

After breakfast you will be escorted to Marrakech.

No longer the secret of the travel cognoscenti that it was ten years ago, Marrakech is being recognized as one of the world’s great cities. With the design flair of Paris, the ethnic diversity of New York, the commercial heartbeat of Hong Kong and a history to rival any city in Europe, Marrakech is above all a city of heart and soul – a city of sunlight on rough pink walls, of fragrant piles of richly-hued spices and of rose-petals floating in slowly-trickling fountains.

Upon arrival,  check in at Les Jardins de la Medina.  A garden oasis of calm and tranquility only a fifteen-minute walk from the Djemaa el F’naa, this boutique hotel features lovely gardens and a heated pool.

For one of the finest experiences in Morocco, Heritage Tours suggests a stay at Villa des Orangers, an exquisite and unique Relais & Chateaux boutique hotel surrounding two lovely courtyards and featuring only 16 rooms.

You may prefer to experience the legendary La Mamounia – consistently ranked as one of the Top 100 Hotels in the World. La Mamounia has been a playground for the rich and famous since the days when Winston Churchill and Franklin Roosevelt roamed its halls.  

Your Heritage Tours-qualified expert guide will meet you at your hotel to embark on a private walking tour of the ancient medina of Marrakech.

The defining landmark of Marrakech is the 12th century tiled minaret of the Koutoubia mosque and there is no better place to begin your venture into this entrancing city.

Explore the colorful souks (marketplace) of Marrakech. Each trade ( spices, carpets, jewelry, enamel, copper, brass and cedar ( is situated in its unique quarter.

In the early evening, head towards the frenetic Djemaa el Fnaa ( the greatest square in all of Africa – and perhaps the world.  

Overnight: Les Jardins de la Medina.

Day 7:

Breakfast at your hotel.

Continue your private walking tour of Marrakech with your expert guide.

Highlights of your visit include the Majorelle Gardens, the Saadien Tombs, the medieval Medersa (koranic university) ben Youssef. 

Near the medersa are two of the more interesting cultural showplaces in Marrakech:  The Musee de Marrakech and the Dar Bellarj cultural foundation.

Stop for tea or orange juice at a beautifully restored riad, a new cultural foundation, bookstore and art gallery, with rotating exhibitions. It is a wonderful example of the many riads being resorted in the medina.

Day 7 (continued):

Explore the Dar Si Said Museum of traditional crafts housed in a 19th century palace, and the ruins of the vast Badi’a Palace.

Dinner reservations at Le Foundouk, a chic bar-restaurant featuring Moroccan cuisine with Mediterranean flare.

Overnight: Les Jardins de la Medina.

Day 8:

Breakfast at your hotel.

Enjoy a day at leisure to wander the souks of Marrakech for some last minute shopping or choose from one of the following suggested activities:

( Full day excursion west to the Atlantic Ocean and the former Portuguese colony of Essaouira (approximately two hours each way). Wander about its enchanting streets and alleys: the setting in 1952 for Orson Welles’ Othello.

Once known as Mogador, Essaouira’s blue and white medina was recently names a UNESCO World Heritage site.

( We are also happy to arrange for private cooking lessons with one of the “hottest” chefs in Marrakech.  This workshop is an excellent introduction to the joys of Moroccan gastronomy.  Prepare a traditional meal and enjoy the delicious results with the help of our chef and your guide as translator. 
( Being such a sensual city, Marrakech is a designers and shopper’s paradise and we are happy to provide you with our own privileged list (after countless shopping expeditions ourselves) of the finest boutiques and artisans in Morocco. ( Spas are new to Marrakech; we are happy to recommend one that is simple and authentic and quite nice as well as a few that are upscale and quite special.

( We can arrange (upon request) for the ladies, a private henna ceremony, where you will have henna applied to you in a much-simplified version of the elaborate rituals done prior to the marriage of a young woman.

( For those of you who are golfers, we are happy to arrange a round of golf at one of Marrakech’s three well-regarded courses; one designed by Robert Trent Jones.

Overnight: Les Jardins de la Medina.

Day 9:

Breakfast at your hotel.

Transfer to the nearby Marrakech airport for your departing flight.

Bon Voyage!
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